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shirt, and the little black silk TIA
cap, all embroldered, that he BL-’LEN g:éjfessor
never wore except on Assm:ag: English
Inspection and prize days. Dept.

le
Besides, the whole school Sapalgl’a.ﬂICOl ge

seemed so strange and
solemn. But the thing that
surprised me most was to

?

see, on the back benches that
were always empty, the village
people sitting quietly like
ourselves; old Hauser, with
his three-cornered hat, the |
former mayor, the former = » A o

postmaster, and several others besides. Everybody looked
sad; and Hauser had brought an old primer, thumbed at
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lesson. I want you to be very attentive.”

- Franz 'ugfdx ax

¢ o ';Hau.w)
baowght an
0lof phimeh.
(dayet ons)

d - 0

the edges, and he held it open on his knees with his great u»tﬁ?}g tn as
spectacles lying across the pages. ' _ add mannea ,

While I was wondering about it all,’M. Hamel mounted —
his chalr, and, in the same grave and gentle tone which he F v A VO
had used to me, said, “My children, this is the last lesson L_
I shall give you. The order has come from Berlin to teach
only German In the schools of(Alsace)and (Lorraine) The last Frandh clars
new master comes tomorrow. This is your last French A (Gu..mai) wiu be

What a thunderclap these words were to me!
Oh, the wretches; that was what they had put up at
the town-halll!

My . last French lesson! Why, 1 hardly knew how to
write! [ should never learn any more! I must stop there, then!

Oh, how sorry 1 was for not learning my lessons, for seeking

. +birds' eggs, or going sliding on the Saar! My books, that had

seemed such a nuisan%o heavy to carry, my
" grammar, and my history of the saints)\were old friends now
- that I couldn't give up. And M. Hamel, too; the idea that he

was going away, that I should never see him again, made me
forget all about his ruler and how cranky he was.

Poor man! It was in honour of this last lesson that he
had put on his fine Sunday clothes, and now I understood
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‘{"j& by ‘(. A ! why the old men of the village were sltting there in the

back of the room. It was because they were sorry, too, that
they had not gone to school more. It was thelr way of
thanking our master for his forty years of falthful service
— F*tao)z tO.LLd"v)'}‘ and of showing their respect for the country that was theirs

Y no_more.
Muﬁ Uhe Aules While I was thinking of all this, I heard my name called.
ﬂ pw-fé_o_})[u It was my turn to recite. What would 1 not have given to be
able to say that dreadful rule for the participle all through,

= My Hame ! dfd' very loud and clear, and without one mistake? But | got -‘;:,"'Z
mar teold S mixed up on the first words and stood there, holding on to . ;7. "=

my desk, my heart beating, and not daring to look up. _ ,
[ heard M. Hamel say to me, “I won't scold you, little” . .~
Franz; you must feel bad enough. See how it is! Every day . ./
we _have said to ourselves, ‘Bah! I've plenty of time. I'll -
learn it tomorrow.’ And now you see where we've come out.
Ah, that's the great trouble with Alsace; she puts off
learning till tomorrow. Now those fellows out there will
have the right {0 say.to you, 'How is it; you pretend to be ‘ @_
Frenchmen, and yet vou can neither speak nor write your F&N’L
Qwn language?’ But you are not the worst, poor little Franz. l
We've all a great deal to reproach ourselves with.” -
“¥Y
oly) camm. They preferad 1 bat you 1o work oa & Terigs | Aimans T
the mills, so as to have a little more money. And I? I've d},_a,gbaa{ s ¢ k

y [q,7 IJ@' p{L o _ been to blame also. Have I.not OftEI'-l - , ‘MUW’O’I\IL .
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sent you to water my flowers

¢ g8 instead of learning your
PQ&fPDnmj M lessons? And when I

1y Tomerpodd wanted to go fishing,
did I not just giye
( but Tomornse) you a holiday?”
. Then, from one
- _ thing to another, .—]
~~. M.-Hamel went on
sto talk of the
' French language,

saying that it was
the most beautiful 1
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clearesi, the most logical; that IV L ‘t"ng £0
wé must guard i€ among us and w

! aq ﬂt}n at TAo N never forget it, because when a MA}7 That K
people are enslaved, as long as

Ao {ast 1o W/ they hold fast to thelr language ar Lo Llctoned

T A [ it is as if they had the key to their ‘

if‘ﬂufj lwn.?ugﬁ et prison. Then he opened a WM‘)

LF e§ 0 R grammar and read us our lesson. o S0 J

HAod [ was amazed to see how well I f ;
5 v understood it. All he said seemed ., .
PM&O?.\ . so easy, so easy! I think, too, that m . C) oy anfh,
= I had never listened so carefully,  somsmsrssems o e - S .
and that Tie had never explained |Thinkasyo - o COAJ«@UH
everything with so much patience. ' | ... LT
It seemed almost as if the poor  Whatwas Franz gxpectedty,, C_F hamer A'kﬁtﬂ
oo |u + bepreparedwith forschool ’ ’
man wanted to give us all he knew - | batday?. o Aleact
before golng away, and to pub it.«| , \wtdd s nolce thatwas ﬁhﬁﬂ)m,‘l&)
all into our heads at one stroke. unusual abadit the school that |
After the grammar, we had a day?

lesson in writing. That day M. {*-3, What had been put up on the
Hamel had new copies for us; '{ bullefin-board? ‘ ]C\ML x\lf\




