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clearesi, the most logical; that

: wé must guard it among us and

7} tOn at Tk never forget {t, because when a

people are enslaved, as long as

-'I\Olj fﬂ«&f‘ to they hold fast to their language

® it 1s as if they had the key to thelr

{M_u? UUn? prison. Then he opened a

of oy 0 grammar and read us our lesson.

Jod 1 was amazed to see how well |

v v understood it. All he said seemed

PAMLOYy . 80 easy, so easyl | think, too, that
—

I had never listened so carefully,

and that he had never explained

everything with so much patience. |

It seemed almost as if the poor
man wanted to give us all he knew
before going away, and to put it
all into our heads at one stroke.
After the grammar, we had a
lesson in writing. That day M.
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Hamel had new copies for us;

Think as you read

1. Whatwas Franz expectedto . -
» be prepared with for school
that day?. :
2. Whatdid Franz notice that was
unusual about the schoal that
s dayr
3. What had been put up on the
! bulletir-board?

written in a beautiful round hand
France, Alsace, France, Alsace) They looked like little

flags floating everywhere In the school-room, hung from
the rod at the top of our desks. You ought to have seen how
every one set to work, and how quiet it was! The only sound
was the scratching of the pens over the paper. Once some
beetles flew in; but nobody paid any attention to them, not
even the littlest ones, who worked right on tracing their
fish-hooks, as if that was French, too. On the roof the
pigeons cooed very low, and I thought to myself, “Will they
make them sing In German, even the pigeons?”

Whenever I looked up from my writing 1 saw M. Hamel
sitting motionless in his chair and gazing first at one thing,
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{ ' then at another, as if he wanted to fix in his mind just how Jﬁf’ﬂﬁh%n
everything looked in that little school-room. Fancy! For ’
M.Hame! ‘,P_L«[ § forty years he had been there in the same place, with his L
Fcl L9 2 garden outside the window and his class in front of him,
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Just like that. Only the desks and benches had been wormn
smooth; the walnut-trecs in the garden were taller, and
the hopvine that he had planted himsell twined about the
windows to _the roof. How It must have broken his heart {o
leave jt all. poor man; to hear his(sister) moving about In
the room above, packing their trunks! For they must leave
the country next day.

But he had the courage to hear every lesson to the
very last. After the writing, we had a lesson in history,
and then the bables chanted their ba, be bi bo, bi. Down
there at the back of the room old "auser had put on . his
spectacles and, holding his primer in both hands, spelled
the letters with them. You could see that he,
his voice trembled with emotion, and it was so funny to
hear him that we all wanted to laugh and cry. Ah, how

too, was crying; .

bads | well T remember 1, that last lesson! -, o o - — .
dmatt nd All at once the church-clock struck twelve.’ Then the '
o Angelus. At the same moment the trumpets of the !
-2 HCLLL&C’.A, 0!}4 Prussians, returning from drill, sounded under our 4
’ﬂZPea &E;f t windows, M. Hamel stood up, very pale, in his chair. Y4
I never saw him look so tall. . - -2 3 12 noon. !
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( him. He could niot go on. -
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