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SAPATGRAM COLLEGE MAGAZINE

Annual Magazine of Sapatgram College, In-charge Bulen Chutia &
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Message from

Principal

It gives meimmense pleasurethat Sapatgram College Magazine for
the Session 2021-22 is about to be published. The annual magazine of
a college is the best platform to express the creative thoughts
accumulated in the hearts and minds especially of the students along
with teachers and non-teaching staff.

It is in the pages of a magazine that the works of budding writers
get blossomed and the works of the veterans achieve a good deal of
maturity. Therefore, the magazine of any educational institution is an
essential part of the literary field. | hope that under supervision of Mr.
Bulen Chutia and Lekhika Gogoi this issue will emerge as a
comprehensively beautiful and remarkable one. | am sure that the
readerswill get benefitted from reading this issue.

Finally, | would like to extend my best wishes and congratulations
to the Editorial Board, contributors, the student members, all the
member s of the collegefraternity and all theadmirersof art and literature

actively involved in the magazine.
P
54

(Dr. Rajeshwar Prasad Sngh)
Principal

Sapatgram College

Sapatgram, Dhubri, Assam, 783337
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2. TheBureau of Investigation (EO)
3.Batdions
4. Border
5. Police Commissionerate
6. Special Task Force
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8. Rallway Police

9. Village Defence Organi zation

10. Specid Branch

11. Assam PoliceHousing Corporation Ltd.
12. C.M.S. Specid Vigilance Cell

13. Commando

14. River Police

15. Training Indtitute

16. Mounted Police.
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Anti Defection Law and Its
Effects on Politics In India

Moksedul Rahman, Rejaul Islam Laskar, Akanksha Roy
B.A. 2"¥ Semester, Dept. of Political Science

Anti-Defection law is a constitutional provision that prevents elected
members from joining another political party. The Anti-Defection law was
enacted to ensure that a party member does not violate the mandate of the
party and in case the member does so then he/she will lose his/her
membership of the house. This law sought to limit such frequent defection in
India. In 1985 the 10th schedule of the 52nd amendment to the constitution
of Indiawas passed by the parliament of India to acheive this. The act provided
that an elected member of parliament or a state legislature shall be liable to
disqualification on grounds of defection if he decides to voluntarily give up
membership of his original party. Further the anti-defection law made
exemptions from certain categories of members. Thus a nominated member
cannot be disqualified on the grounds of defection, if he joins any political
party within six months of the nomination as a member. The Act vested the
final authority to decide whether a person has incurred disqualification on
ground of defection with the house and their decision in this regard was
made final. The enactment of anti defection law was hailed by most of the
political parties who looked upon it as an important step in the direction of
cleaning up the Indian political life.

Modern democracies are primarily party democracies, exist with the
core objective of capturing power. The normal mode of functioning of party
democracies is that the political party in power strives to remain in power
and the political party or parties strives to attain power. But violating this
usual mode driven by only motivation of capturing or sharing political power
has become a practice in Indian politics. This has created severe strain and
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thus many scholars have opined that the
greatest strain on the Indian democracy is the
politics of defection.

History of Anti-defection Law :

Defection politics in India started after
fourth General Election held in 1967.
Thereafter it continues to draw serious
attention of the people prior to this the
political leader, like Dr. Raghu Vira, Ashok
Mehta were also defected from their parties.
Dr. Raghu Vira left the Congress party in 1961
because of differences with Jawaharlal Nehru
over China Policy and joined Jana Sangh like
Ashok Mehta . Another politician who left
his party which was Praja Socialist Party and
joined Indian National Congress in 1969. But
at that time such instances were very few.
That's why the problem was not really serious.
After 1967 Such instances were gradually
grown up because of some incidents like
Hariyana MLA Ghaya Lal who swichted
party thrice inaday in 1967. Between March
and December 1967 out of total membership
of about 3450 state legistators about 320
changed their loyalities. Leaving aside the
state of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and
Nagaland the problem of defection was
existing almost everywhere. This politics of

Anti-
Defection

Law

defections began to be called as ‘aya Ram and
gayaRam'. In 1971 general election were held
for parliament and in 1972. Some of the states
went to the polls. As a result of this election
Congress party headed by Srimati Indira
Gandbhi got a massive mandate and for some
time it appeared as if there would be no
defection, because the turn coats would not
feel attracted to go out of Congress but the
process of defection still continued. In
November 1972, the former Orissa Chief
Minister Biju Patnayak revived his Utkal
Congress.

Again in 1974 defection politics was
seen in Manipur where Manipuri People's
Party and Manipur Hills Union jointly
owned majority in the assembly. But just after
four months latter party decided to leave the
government and joined Progressive
Democratic Front. In 1977 the Janata Dal at
the centre had the opportunity to form a govt.
Protested against Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi's declaration of an internal state of
emergency in the country. Indian voters voted
in favour of the Janata Dal and formed
government of the Janata Dal. But after this
election, the defection of the party took a
serious turn. Again in this election Janata Dal
won 2/3 of the seats in the house. But the




withdrawl of Charan Singh and six of his
followers from the Janata Government led to
the fall of the Moraroji government. After the
fall of this government, Charan Singh became
the Prime Minister of India and the Congress
acted out of assurances of support for the
government from outside. However the
Congress withdrew its support to the
government and the Charan Singh's cabinet
collapsed without facing the Lok Sabha.

Bhajan Lal, a member of the Janata Dal
at the time, left the party with 37 members to
join the Congress in 1980 and was given the
opportunity to serve as the Chief Minister of
Haryana. Again as a result of the disagrement
among the members, 12 members of Kashmir
withdrew their support for Dr. Forooq
Abdullah and supported G.M. Shah. G.M.
Shah became the Chief Minister of Kashmir
by the support of Congress. The member left
one party for personal gain and joined
another party and this arrangement created
political instability in the country. Therefore,
in order to maintain political stability by
stopping defections, the government had to
think of enacting anti defection laws. An anti-
secession Bill was introduced during the
Janata government. But it was pushed back
by some member of his own party. The need
for Anti secession legislation was felt during
the rule of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.
However no such bill was introduced during
her tenure. Finally on Anti defection law was
passed during the Rule of Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi. The bill was introduced in the
Lok Shabha on January, 25, 1985 and then
the bill was sent for the president's signature
after it was passed by both the houses and as
soon as it was signed by the president the
Anti defection bill became law.

Measures of Anti-Defection Law :

Various measures had been taken to
prevent defection from politics. In 2003 the
91st amendment passed to the constitution
of India. This amendment strengthened the
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act by adding provisions for disqualification
of defectors and banning them from being
appointed as minister for a period of time.
Such provisions like-

(a) The constitution was amended to
prevent elected MLAs and MPs from
changing parties. This was done because
many elected representatives were indulging
in defection, in order to become ministers or
for each rewards.

(b) Now the law says that if any MLA or
MP change parties, he/she will lose seat in
the legistature.

(c) The new law has brought defection
down and has made dissent even more
difficult. Now MLAs and MPs have to accept
whatever party leaders say.

Significance of Anti defection Law :

After the fifth general election of 1971
the system of defection has been gradullay
grown up. Therefore, in order to maintain
political stability by stopping defection, the
government had to think of enacting an anti
defection law. After the adoption of the act,
some changes comes in Indian politics, such
as the anti defection law has provided
stability in politics of the country. Along with
it has prevented ruling parties from
indulging in horse trading that was seen
before the law.

Para 6 of the anti defection schedule
1985 lays down that if any question arises as
to whether a member of a house has become
subject to disqualification the question shall
be referred for the decision of the chairman or
as the case may be the speaker of such house
and his decision shall be final provided that
where the question which has arisen is as to
whether the chairman or the speaker of a
house has become subject to such
disqualification. The question shall be
referred for the decision of such member of
the house as house may elect and his decision
shall be final.

The Anti defection law provided that



disqualification on ground of defection shall
not apply in the case of splits and in mergers
of the legislature parties. Thus a split is
deemed to have occurred when a group of
members consisting of not less than one third
of the total membership of a legislature party
either breaks away from their original party
or abstains from voting or votes against the
whip issued by the party. Likewise ‘'merger’
is deemed to have taken place if and only if
not less than two third members of a
legislature party break away from the original
party and decided to merge with another
party or opts to function as a separate group
in the house.

Contemprory Defection:

In contemprory times the politics of
defection is still continuing. For example in
Assam the minster of Congress Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sharma left his party because of
political disagreement with the former chief
minister of Congress party Tarun Gogoi in
2014 and after that he joined the Bharatiya
Janata Party in 2015. Another example in
Maharashtra that there was an allied
government name Maha Vikas Aghadi with
three political parties Congress, NCP and
Shiv Sena. But one of the leaders of Shiv Sena
Eknath Shinde requested Uddhav Thakeray,
former Chief Minister of Maharashtra to break
the Maha Bikas Aghadi alliance. But Uddhav
Thakeray didnot accept his request. Therefore,
he left his party along with other 39 MLAs
due to ideological differences and unfair
tratment by Congress and NCP. They stayed
in Assam for a period of time. Because of their
defection the Uddhav Thakeray Government
had collapsed. After that they returned to
Maharashtra and formed a new government
along with BJP and Eknath Shinde became
the Chief Minister of Maharashtra.

Criticism of Anti Defection Law :
The Anti-Defection Law of 1985 was a
great step taken a wentalong way in curbing

defections, yet it faces numorous criticism.

In the first instance the law attaches too
much importance to the parliamentary wings
of the political parties and completely ignores
their organisational wings.

Secondly, the decision of
disqualification rests with presiding officer
who himself is a member of a political party
and he/she may not act as a natural being.
Moreover there is no time limit to make such
a decision.

Thirdly, the provision of anti-defection
laws are quite irrational in so far as these
provisions are not applicable if one third of
the members leave the one party to join
another party. Because when one-third
members of any party leave its original party
after got elected, then it will be treated as
betrayal. Moreover, when a small number of
members split that becomes defection but if
large numebr of members do the same thing
that becomes irrational.

Further the law does not provide an
incentive for an MP or MLA to examine an
issue in depth before defection. Thus it affects
anation building or development process. The
noble purpose of anti-defection law is to bring
stability to government. But the law allows
political parties to disqualify legislators for
voting against the party. Political stability is
essential for the progress of the country.

After examining the issues critically and
analysing the present scenario it can be
concluded that anti-defection law needed to
be amended in consonance with current facts
and circumstances. Since the anti defection
law passed, it aimed at curbing political
defection and has succeeded in a reasonable
way but due to some of its shortcomings it has
not been able to achieve what it has aimed at.
The problem of governments' inslability and
money power use in politics still dominant
even after implementation of anti-defection law.
Moreover the decision making power of speaker
needs to be reviewed as well as the decision
maker must be a non-political person. e
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Socio-Economic Conditions of the
People of Border Area of South
Salmara-Mankachar District

Dr. Abu Zafar Ahmed
Asst. Professor
Dept. of Philosophy

Abstract:

South Salmara-Mankachar district is located in the western part of
Assam. The mighty Brahmaputra flows through this district and the
international boundary of India and Bangladesh also lies in the west of this
district. In the 21st century, though the poverty level has gradually been
decreasing in the world, the scenario of poverty in the border area of South
Salmara-Mankachar district is still prevalent. Since 1998 till the present day
the mighty river Brahmaputra has been devastating all the landed property
of these vast areas. Most of the riverine inhabitants of the border areas are
homeless. The main source of livelihood of these people are agriculture,
rearing of domestic animal, fishing etc., but owing to devastating calamities
and river erosions they are now landless and leading to lives of miseries.
Some of them are starving for food and some of them migrated to other places
like Kharuabanda, Manullapara, Mankachar, Hatshingimari, Hallydayganj
(Meghalaya), Dhubri etc. Some of the youths as well as elders of these areas
moved to Guwahati, Dibrugarh, Shillong, Nongal, Dimapur etc. in search of
work as labourers, carpenter, vendor, rickshawala, thelawala, bus driver etc.
and sometimes they were beaten mercilessly by those urban people and police
if they fail to produce their identity proof. Thus this paper is going to highlight
the socio-economic and cultural conditions of the people in the border areas
of South Salmara-Mankachar district.

Keywords: Border area, landless, homeless, river erosion, riverine inhabitants.
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Introduction:

Most of the people of border areas of
South Salmara-Mankachar district live in
Char-Chapori and they are known as "the
Charua People". This chorua people are
known as the most downtrodden and needy
community in the district of South Salmara-
Mankachar as well as the border district of
Assam and Bangladesh. The total area of this
districtis 568 sq. km. and it has a population
of 555,114 as per the census report of 2011.
This district is bounded by both the interstate
and international border; Bangladesh in the
West, Dhubri and Goalpara districts of
Assam in the North and the state of
Meghalaya in the East and South.

The people of the border areas of this
district are very much backward in each and
every respect. The village like Ashamer Alga,
Kanaimara, Kokradanga, Borair Alga,
Sishumara, Nengtarchar, Veramaraetc under
Borair Alga G. P., the villages like Phaler char,
Digrir char, Bhamon Danga, Salakatar char
etc. under Sukchar G. P., the villages like
Tinsho Bigha, Ashi Bigha, Rashamari etc,
Patakata, porarchar, Mudakhoar char etc.
under Patakata G. P. lies in the border areas

of Assam and Bangladesh. Most of the
inhabitants of these areas belong to minority
(Muslim) community. These areas are
devastated by the mighty river Brahmaputra.
The Brahmaputra wins its races by
devastating the bread of the people of these
areas. Actually, the socio-economic scenario
of these areas is truly lamentable. Though the
maximum dwellers already settled in such
places like Hatshingimari, Halidayganj
(Meghalaya), Manullapara, Kalapani,
Tapolpara, Dhubri etc. yet a large numbers of
those chorua inhabitants still living in these
border areas where they find their food and
transitory homes. Children born and grow up
in them, becoming partners in survival.
Means of survival in these char areas is mainly
the cultivation. But they have no sufficient
fertile land to cultivate. They could not put
the seeds of crops in a large scale. As a result,
the people of these areas become both poor
and economically weak. This is the life style
of the people of the border areas in their life
journey. For their survival, they struggle with
all what they have but at last they entangled
themselves in the cobweb of mighty river
Brahmaputra and in this way the poverty
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become an inseparable part of the life journey
of the border people.

Socio-Economic and cultural conditions of
the people of border areas:

The daily life of these people is distinct
from the other living in different districts of
Assam and its neighboring country. Let us
now explain all those facts in a nutshell.

The riverine inhabitants of the border
areas mostly spent their life in the base of
agriculture. The whole year, they are
cultivating their lands with a hope to feed
their wives, children and parents; but at the
end of year especially during the period of
flood, their crops swept away and their
distant dream remains in dream till their
teenage son go to some nearest towns to earn
money. That is to say if they completely
depend on agriculture, they have to remain
in starvation. So the people of the border areas
adopt other sources of income.

The chorua people of these areas are
fond of rearing of domestic animals, such as
goats, sheep, cows, buffalos, ducks, hens etc.
These are the main sources of income of the
people of border areas. They collect milk from
these animals and sell in the markets located
in  Hatshingimari, Kharuabandha,
Sukchar,Hazirhat, Patakata bazar etc. Even
in the matter of selling milk, they face
problems because of the river Brahmaputra.
They have only two times boat facilities
during the entire day. If they can manage in
those scheduled time, only then they can come
to their nearest market; otherwise they have
to sell in less price to those regular milk man
known as "Jogani“(seller of milk). On the other
hand, they can earn money by selling their
domestic animals like hen, duck, goat, sheep,
0x, male buffalo etc. Thus, the border areas
people improve their economic condition in
their everyday life.

The inhabitants are also very fond of
fishing. Even in the cold weather they can
come out for fishing. This is a great source of
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income as well as to their regular means of
curry for their daily routine of fooding. These
people catch 'lobster’ with the help of 'Katia'(a
box made of bamboo sticks), inside it they put
some kind of insects especially called 'maila’.
To eat these insects, lobsters enter into the
katia and cannot move out. Thus the riverine
people catch lobster and sell them in high
price. On the other hand, a special kind of
fish, known as ‘illish' (hilsha) brought from
Bangladesh is popular to everyone. During
the month of October, the people of boarder
areas catch 'illish' and sell this fish in high
price. Thus the people of border areas earn
money by fishing.

The inhabitants of riverine in the border
areas are very desperate. Regular quarrel were
seen when new char is built after each flood.
Mighty people always suppress the poor and
weaker section. ‘Might is right' is the common
mode of possession of land of those people.
The order of headman is itself the law in
which the remaining innocent people are to
be followed. Constitutional law works very
less there. This type of spokesman is known
as 'Gaon-Buda'’ or 'Dewani'.

Most of the people of border area are
illiterate. Due to the flood and river erosion
no school can run permanently and so a large
number of people in border area remain
illiterate. This leads to these people as less
civilized. For this reason, social issues like
early marriage take place in these areas. In
most cases, it is seen that since the time a girl
child attain puberty her parents start
considering her as burden.

Superstitious belief is also observed
among the riverine inhabitants of border
areas. If someone suffers from bad-headache
or stomach ache or any other problem they
blame either evil witch draw or evil eyes to
them. Also they blame their bad luck for any
kind of mishap. Thus, due to lack of proper
education and medical facilities the people
of border areas suffer from various diseases
and compelled to associate with superstition.



Causes of Socio-Economic Crisis:

The socio-economic and cultural
conditions of the inhabitants of the border
areas are not healthy. There are various
causes which lead the people of these areas
to such conditions. Some of them are analyses
by the following heads:

Erosion of river Brahmaputra:

The inhabitants of the riverine,
especially in border areas are settled with lots
of obstacles in those tiny chars (riverine) in
South Salmara-Makachar district. But the
situation of these areas during every flood is
beyond expression and imagination. The
mighty river Brahmaputra erodes the sandy
soil of these areas and as a result during the
time of flood massacre and calamities occurs.
Village after village, home after home,
domestic animals even human beings are
devastated and collapsed in the month of this
cruel monster. Hence, these people of these
areas are ruined and wander from one to
another char (riverine). After the flood,
wherever they saw any high land and
immediately construct their huts with fresh
dream to settle a life of peace. But their dreams
remain till the next year.

Lack of cultivating land:
When the riverine inhabitants are busy
in new construction of their houses in every

year, at the same time those bloodless-skeleton
people are busy in cultivation too, as because,
the only means to save their lives is
cultivation. Except this business, they know
nothing. In this activities of cultivation, apart
from cows and buffalos some other
instruments like 'Nangol' (a kind of
instrument to trill the soil), 'Moi' (ladder for
making the soil plain) etc. are also important.
They cultivate groundnut in this sandy soil,
matidal (pulse) musurdal, moong dal in these
unfertile soil. It is also noticed that in these
border areas of this district, lack of cultivating
land especially fertile land is another cause
of poverty.

Lack of market facilities:

The riverine inhabitants of the border
areas of South Salmara-Mankachar district,
especially the villagers of Shishumara,
Veramara, Bongshir char, Aashibighar char,
Tinshobighar char etc. are separated from
Kharuabanda bazar, Hatshingimari bazar,
Hallidayganj bazar in Meghalaya, Patakata
bazar, Monirchar bazar by the mighty
Brahmaputra. Thus the grains and other
agricultural products cannot be sold properly
due to insufficient market facilities. They have
to cross the river to sell them which isagain a
big challenge for them.
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Population Explosion:

Population explosion is another
burning problem of the people of boarder
areas. The growth of the world population is
one of the strongest factors distorting the
future of human society. It took mankind more
than a million years to reach the first billion.
That was the world population around the
year1800 AD. By the year 1990, a second
billion was added and the twentieth century
has added another three billions. The present
world population is estimated to be 7.4
billion. According to current projection, the
global population will reach 8 billion by the
year 2024. It is now clear that the world
population increases so rapidly. In every four
days the world population increases by one
billion. Rapid population explosion stands
as an obstacle in the national development.
This population explosion has reached its
zenith in the border areas of South Salmara-
Mankachar district. According to the
censuses report of 2011, the population of
Dhubri district (including South Salmara-
Mankachar) was the second highest
populous district in Assam.

Lack of Education:

Since the people of boarder areas are
struggling to save their lives by working hard
in their sandy desert land, so the chapter of
education is gradually erased from the
chamber of their mind. In other words, due to
the lack of educational institution most of the
people of the border area are illiterate. Only a
few numbers of L P and M E Schools are
situated in the border area. Only one High
School has been established in Tinsho Bighar
Char so far. But the parents and guardians of
this border area not interested in education
except only two or one families. They think

References:
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that it is just wastage of time rather to help
their parents in their cultivation. Thus the
poverty never goes away from the mind of the
people of these areas. As a result, the people
of border area have become illiterate and poor
day by day.

Lack of knowledge of Scientific technology
in cultivation:

Most of the people of border area of
South Salmara-Mankachar district are
illiterate. So, for them it is difficult to get the
knowledge of science and technology in
cultivation. Of course, some intelligent
farmers are using sufficient technology and
gathering 30 to 40 monds rice from one bigha
of land, whereas the other people can harvest
only 8 to 10 monds of rice from the same land.
Thus the people of these areas gradually
become poor and poor after each successive
year.

Conclusion:

From the above discussion it has become
clear that though India claims to be a
developing country, yet poverty stands as a
barrier for the people of these border areas.
When Indian Government is planning for
digital India in this 21st Century, the riverine
people of border areas are crying for a plate of
rice. The cry of the people of these areas is not
for money, but for food,; this is the common
voice of the people of border areas of South
Salmara-Mankachar district. These people
know nothing except cultivation, rearing of
domestic animals, fishing etc. and all are done
in an unorganized and non-commercial
manner. So the government should take
necessary steps for the development as well
as the benefit of the people of border areas in
the district of South Salmara-Mankachar. ®

Collection of data of Chars from the senior citizen of boarder area of South Salmara - Mankachar District.
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The Invisible Virus

Plabita Chanda
H.S. 2™ Year

I am the invisible virus

And my name is Corona Virus.

The world is now under my capture
I am the only super power.

No one can identify my status

I am very very dangerous.
Remember my name

I can destroy all human power.
Everybody has to surrender.

My name is Corona Virus.
I am the only unseen power

I can challenge whatever you're. L .I:

Don't forget and remember forever e

My name is Corona Virus Motaleb Ali Pramanik
| fear only mask and sanitizer. B.A. 6" Sem

Dept. of English

Life is a motion

Life isa game

Where losing and winning
Avre all the same.

If we win even then we die
If we lose then also

Death won't deny

This is what life is.

Happy or sad, good or bad
We are part of it
And we should be glad.

Life is not that easy

So treat it like a baby,

Nothing in it might be fun

But don't let your story be quickly done.
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"Il Not Tell

Kaushik Sarma
B.A. 6" Sem
Dept. of English

Everything that has started

Maybe for a reason,

Dont know what will happen at last
But you will be mentioned

As the best at the first,

| forgot my past

I wanna hold you till the last...

A Believer's World

Sujaan Farhidee
B.A. 4" Sem
Dept. of English

Feeling the wind and facing the sky
Feathers are there but where can | fly
Breaths are deep and cloud skips
Coming to the rain, it suddenly flips

Treating storms and desperate view

But with lot of hope, | flew and flew

A perfection of beauty away from the world
Really a place of heaven where no one turned

Wanting peace | reached there
All I find that I missed here.
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